Pafos Amateur Radio Club

Notes of Club Meeting, Thursday October 27th, Lantern Tavern, Mesogi

THOSE PRESENT:

5B4AHK, 5B4AHY, 5B4AHW, 5B4AHO, 5B8AV, 5B4YU, 5B4AGT, 5B4AHJ, 5B4AGC, 5B4AGY, G4BTE

Apologies: 5B4JX, 5B4AGN, 5B4AGQ, 5B4AGX

As the President (5B4JX) was unable to attend, in accordance with the Constitution, the Secretary (5B4AHJ) chaired the meeting.

NEW MEMBER

Mike Smith, G4BTE (another Tala resident) was welcomed to the club.

IOTA VIDEO

The majority of the meeting (about 90 mins) was taken by two IOTA videos, shown by 5B4AHJ. These were “The Lost Islands of the Arctic – RI0B, RU0B, RS0B, RU0B/P, RS0B/P, R3CA/0” and “T88SI Sonsoral Island”

JOTA

5B4YU reported on the very successful JOTA event. This was organised by 5B4VX, the District Scout Commissioner, supported by 5B4YU, 5B4AGT, 5B4AHO and 5B/M0AUG. See more detailed report appended to the end of these notes.

CARS EGM

5B4AGC gave a brief report on the recent CARS EGM. More information can be found on the CARS web site.

PAFOS REPEATER

5B8AV reported that there is no change in status of the Kenwood repeater since the last meeting. It has not been possible to make adjustments to improve sensitivity.

5B4AHW reported that there is no change to the upgrade of the CARS R6 repeater nor to the cheap add-on CTCSS add-on board. This is due to Brian’s workload.

FOX HUNTING (ARDF)

5B4AGC has been away, so limited progress has been made. Before committing significant amounts of effort to the project, George wanted some assurance that there was sufficient interest. A target of 10 minimum is required for a viable project. A show of hands indicated sufficient interest for George to continue. 

5B4AGC and 5B4AHW will propose a low-cost design that is suitable for local youngsters.

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

5B8AV reported that a short presentation will be made to the whole school at 0800 on November 7th. This will include a live demo using the 2m repeater. 5B4AHW is preparing a presentation. If successful, 1 or two sessions will be held with students each Wednesday.

AUDITOR

Arthur, 5B4AGT kindly volunteered to be club auditor. Many thanks to Arthur for this.


PRC NET

Reminder that the PRC 2m net is at 0830 local time on Sundays on 145,550MHz.

MEETING VENUE

It was agreed that the Lantern is a good winter venue for the club. Therefore future meetings will be held at this QTH.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday November 24th at the Lantern Tavern, Mesogi.
Current agenda items:

· Review of progress on the Pafos repeater – 5B4AHW/5B8AV

· Review of progress on the Fox hunting project – 5B4AGC.

· Review of progress with the International School – 5B8AV

· I’m looking for a volunteer to give a short talk on an item of interest.

Please advise me of any other items in good time.

Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ

Secretary, PRC

Paphos Scouts JOTA event 2005

· This years JOTA was held over the weekend of 15/16th Oct. at the Water Development Board facilities at Yeroskipou

· Approximately 30/40 scouts from different packs in the Paphos area camped at the site from the Friday evening until Sunday afternoon.

· An HF Windom multi band antenna and a 2mtr ground plane antenna were set up with the help of Arthur 5B4AGT and Geoff 5B/M0AUG here on holiday.

· The Icom IC-730 was used on HF and a Yaesu FT-270 used for the 2mtr operation, with  an introduction of APRS to the scouts.

· Contacts on HF were limited and it was decided after an hour of operation to re-position the Windom antenna orientation from north-south to northeast-southwest. Conditions improved and contacts were made to other JOTA events. (unfortunately  limited by the German contest)

· The 2mtr voice operation was not successful as we were unable to access the JOTA frequency of  R5 on Troodos. However the scouts seemed more interested in APRS and spent many hours observing the operation.

· Sunday morning proved more successful with 5B4AHO Barry’s  help with the operation, and teaching the scouts the phonetic alphabet and Marios 5B4VX and the scouts making many more contacts.

· The operation drew to a close at midday on Sunday, Barry the scouts and myself dismantled the antennas, fortunately just before a thunderstorm came in.

· Although there were not so many contacts made, the event proved successful as a vast number of scouts showed a very keen interest in Amateur Radio, prompting Marios 5B4VX to consider starting a radio communications course for the scouts.

· Finally I would like to thank Arthur, Barry and Geoff Ashton for all their help.

John 5B4YU

